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INSPIRED BY THE CLAREMONT MUSEUM OF ART’S
INAUGURAL KARL BENJAMIN EXHIBIT,
CLAREMONT SCHOOLCHILDREN CREATE
MASTERPIECES OF THEIR OWN

Claremont, CA (March 15, 2007)N For visitors coming to the Claremont Museum of Art on its April 15th
opening day, the first artwork they see will not be the colorful paintings of world-famous artist Karl
Benjamin or the exquisite piecesin the permarent collection, but rather 4 x 4 foot paintings hanging from
the raftersin the Packing House corridor. The artists? Twerty-four studernts Bin gradeselemertary
through high school Bfrom the Claremat public schools.

Ohe Museun is about to open, and our voluntees are alread/ facilitating art workshops for students,O
Museum Execttive Direcior William Morero said. Oltillustratesthe extracrdinary commitmert of our
volunteerswho are donating a significart amount of their personal timeto bringing art into the
community. The Museum is ded catedto reaching out to the community and involving childrenand
young adults.O

Whenthe Claremat Museum of Art opers, it will be a regonal museum of international significarce,
exhibiting artconnectedto Claremat aswell asart from around the world. Itsinaugural exhibit, 4
Conversation with Color: Karl Benjamin, Paintings 1953-1995, will include 46 paintings spaming 42
yearsthattraceBerjaminOsareer, from his early experimerts with cubism to works that represert his
role asone of the founders of abstractclassicism. The museun()spermarert calection, Building a
Legacy: Founding a Museum, Building a Collection, will occupy the smaller of the two museum galleries
with works exhibited by notal e local artists on arotating bads. In addition to a diverse slate of exhibits,
the museum will feaure asizeable gift shop and acomprehensive line-up of educational programming
ard everts.

VolunteerMerrilyn O\eill, co-chair of the MuseumOsducation committee,hasbeenheadng up the
studert artprojectsinceitsincegion lag November. She startedthe process by contacting all Claremmt
Unified School District schoolsto get staff recanmerdations about studerts in grades6b12 who would
both berefit from participating in this projectand rise to the artistic challenge. The 24 chosen students
include two sixth gradersfrom eachof the seven elementary schools, three from the junior high, and
sevenfrom the high school.

OA our first meeting atthe Alexander Hughes Certer, we watched a videointerview with Karl Berjamin
that shows him at work in his studio and discussing his creatve proce$,OOC~NeiII said. Afterwards, she
and the studert artists discussed non-objeciive art and Qibstract classicism,Ofor which Berjamin is
famaous. Focusing the studertOsattertion on a few significart works shown in the video, and on the
concept of Otaking oneOsimeCard Oteing intuitive Othe studerts weregiven notebooks and akedto
OdodleOdesgns over the next weekuntil they eachhad created severalthat OpokeCto them, she said.
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ONe metagain the following weekand laid out all the desgns, from which eachstudert chose their
favorite OOeill explained CAt that session, they began playing with color. Their work wasthen
photographed OWith the help of her husbard and daughter, OMeill then projected and traced their
desgnsonto prepared4 x 4 foot Masonite surfaces

Now in the fi nal phase of the process B studio production ®OMeill and the studerts have beenmeetng
every Saurday and Sunday since mid-Felruary at Vista del Valle School from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Principal
Ley Yeager gerercusly donatedthe faciity for the workshopOsuse. Each studert is hard at work on his or
herown 4 x 4 ft. parel, using acrylicsto paint both sidesof the piece. Their sessions will complete by
April 1. Whenfinished, the artwork will be suspended from the beams of the Packing House promerade
to coincide with the MuseumO®pering.

ONeill emphasgzedthatthe studert works are not copiesof BerjaminOsrt but rather ertirely individual
piecesinspiredby his creative process. (Btuderts could be observedin lengthy and deepmedtation of
their carvasbefore they evenwet a brush,Oshe said. Orhese artists have found their own voicesthrough
their dedgns, and have mixedtheir own colors for highly unique palates They have followedthe process
by which Karl, a greatteacher aswell asgreatartist, goesabout creaing.O

About the Museum

The April 15 public opering will take placefrom 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The evert will include free admission,
live music, astreetpainter, ard family art actvities

Museum hours will be Wedhesday through Monday from 11 am.to 5 p.m. It will be closed on Tuesday.
The museum store will be opensevendays aweek from 11 am. to 7 p.m. The museum ard store will stay
openuntil 8 p.m. thefirst Friday of every month and will be closedon Tharksgiving, Christmas and New
YearOPay.

Admission to the Museum will be freethrough May. Begnning June 1, admission will be $3.00 for adults
ard freefor those under 18.

Claremont Museun of Art
Inside the Packing House
536 Wed First Street
Claremont, CA 91711
909.624.3591
info@claremontmuseum.org
www.clarematmuseum.org
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